
17,066 Holsteins or The Statue of Liberty?! 
  
Friday, August, 28, 2020 
 
My grandmother, Billie Burnett reminds me to take joy in the little things. I realized a small joy 
recently that I’d like to share with you. I hope you join me, even (or especially) in these trying 
times, in taking a moment to celebrate a community success. 
  
Stone County residents have accomplished something important and special over the last three 
decades and it’s something that maybe, sometimes, is taken for granted (or even, at times, 
seems like an irritation). 
  
I graduated (in 1993) from Mountain View High School and for many years attended school at 
Rural Special. Through Beta Club, I became involved with the newly-started Stone County 
recycling program, formed through the efforts of a handful of determined and civic-minded folks. 
  
I went to University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) and eventually graduated magna cum laude from 
Pennsylvania State University. (Thank you, Sue Gammill, Rachel Rushing, Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. 
Kemp, Kay Voyles, and so many more). 
  
As a current graduate student at Drexel University in Philadelphia I now have the welcome 
opportunity to return my attention to our Stone County Recycling program.  Which brings me to 
why I am writing…to share some good news. 
  
Through your effort, over the years, you have saved: 

• The city and county at least $76,000 dollars in waste disposal fees (because it is 
cheaper to get rid of recycling). 

• About 400 tons of material from reaching the landfill each year (400 tons X 32 years = 
12,800 tons) 

o That equals:  1.15 times the weight of the Statue of Liberty (or 17,066 
Holsteins)!* 

  
Over the years our recycling center has brought more than half-a-million dollars in grant money 
to the county, and as a result has employed many residents, including Nell Harrelson, who 
recently retired. 
  
Keeping stuff out of the landfill has many benefits, as you can see, not the least of which is 
preserving our unique, rugged, and beautiful “Natural State.” 
  
All of this is something to be really proud of. It may seem a small, insignificant thing in the week-
to-week – but through the lens of time we see that those little things really do make a BIG 
difference. 
  
Congratulations on a job well done! I hope this news brings a spark of joy to your day. 
  
Please, be well, be safe, and take good care of each other. 
  
Allie Cox (now Breath Hand) 
  
*The Blue Bulb Project: The Measure of Things calculator 


